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        This will be my last report to the SMTOA community. Among other things, it is a summary of the 2008 Annual meeting held last night for SMTOA, presented by your Board.

 

        After the normal prelimiaries of establishing a quorum, and approving the minutes of the last meeting in 2007, Phil Book presented the Treasurer's Report. In general terms, we are in good shape financially. If you want a copy of that report or a copy of the handout given at the meeting, contact Kerry Cantrell at Z&R.

 

        I gave the President's Report next. First, I discussed the fact that our community is about 15 years old, and things are starting to wear out. I presented a lot of "Ds", starting with the Declaration of Covenents. 

      Decs: Our Decs are more than 15 years old since they were prepared even before the developer, Erickson, started building the units. Because of that aging process, and the fact that the Colorado legislature has made some laws which affect all HOAs in the state, SB 89, SB 100 and recently SB 1125, SMTOA has started a process to review our Decs, By Laws and R&Rs to make sure we eliminate any obsolete provisions, and are in compliance with the newly passed laws now in effect. I will be heading that committee, if the new Board approves, and hope to have a proposal to present to the owners for review and approval by the end of the calendar year. 

      Ditch: The Board is considering limiting watering the ditch area. That area is approximately 18% of our grass watering area. It could provide significant savings in water, and costs by reducing the water usage in the community. Water conservation is an area we all should be cognizant of so that our grandchildren will not be restricted in the future because of a reduction of the supply of water. The Board will monitor the appearence, water use and condition of the ditch as the summer goes by. Other concepts will be considered in reaction to the anticipated rationing of water by Donala. 

     Dogs: All who own dogs as pets should constantly remember to be considerate of your neighbors by cleaning up after your dog. Nobody likes to have the common area fouled when there is dog mess left for others to walk in. 

      Driving: The speed limit in the community is 15 mph. There are many dog walkers, exercisers and with the coming summer hours, children playing throughout our community, in addition to other drivers up and down our streets. I have observed a few of us, including myself when I become careless, exceeding the speed limit. Please be careful and safety minded when you drive in the area.

      Doors: Since the community has been here since 1993, some of our garage doors are beginning to show some wear and tear. If you have to replace panels, or even complete doors, ask Z&R and they will be able to provide recommendations for maintenance. The replacement work must match in looks and paint shade the other doors of the community. Remember to advise the ACC of your proposed actions.

      Dryers: Likewise, using our dryers and the long runs to the exit vents in your unit for these 12-15 years has produced a lot of lint. Several owners have advised me their dryers have begun to work much more efficiently since they have had their vents cleaned. Bob Dyster needed major repair because of a clogged vent system. Charlie Russel had his cleaned, an expected 30 minute job, actually took about 2 hours because of the clogged system. Neither the Board nor I can endorse any firms to provide this service, but Charlie tells me he used Jacobson One-Stop Service, PH: 471-9005 to clean his system. He reported that the service was not expensive, and was done well. I urge all of us to consider having this cleanup done as another matter of safety. It will reduce the risk that the lint in those vents might catch fire. That would be a tragedy, since that might affect the other units in the building, and probably have an adverse impact on our insurance rates. Speaking of insurance, remember SMTOA has a $10,000 deductable per unit policy. Please check with your own agent to determine if you should consider covering yourself with an additional policy to reduce your financial risk due to the high deductable we carry.

      Screens: Not a "D", but another instance of wear and tear of part of each unit which may need replacement or repair. Again, check with Z&R for recommendations. Our windows may need work also. The original firm which installed our windows when the units were originally built, Oldach, has gone out of business. If you need to replace, remember  that they should match in design and shade the other windows of the community. Agan, a reminder to the ACC is necessary so SMTOA can keep good records of possible changes to the buildings. It is not extraordinary that real estate agents ask what work has been done to the community in the process of buying or selling units in SMTOA.

         That concluded my report. There were several questions about insurance, replacement firms which could be used for work (ask Z&R), and some specific points about the budget which Phil responded to. 

 

        The information on replacing Board members you received by mail from Z&R was incomplete. In fact, we needed four replacement members. there are two terms ending this year, held by Phil Book and me. Phil very kindly agreed to run for another 3-year term. There are two additional vacencies due to Board members Wayne Skora and Kathy Oulette leaving the community, and Ron Pierce resigning last fall. Bob Dystra volunteered to fill Skora's position, but that still left two vacancies. Fortunately, Dale Meesey and Dick Ove, who had served on the original Board with me, agreed to serve. And we had Robert Haubrich who also volunteered to serve. So we had 4 vacancies, and 4 volunteers. There was a motion from the floor to elect by acclaim, which was seconded and approved by those present. 

 

       I thanked the current Board members for their hard work and support of the community. I also thanked those in attendence for their support for the Board. Carol Pertle presented me with a card as the outgoing President, for which I am very grateful. That concluded the meeting.

 

     I urge all of you to track the actions of the Board. Keep the Board members informed of any conditions which might need attention. Specific items requiring action need to be reported to Z&R. General issues should be given to any Board member so that consideration for action can be taken during Board meetings. Those seven people are your representatives, and have a fiducery responsibility to the Association as a whole, and to each owner individually. They get paid a lot, too, (:-))so make them work for you. If you do not advise them of what you think needs doing, you cannot complain about any lack of action. And at the same time, give them your support as they go about the business of keeping up appearences and values of our community.

 

I thank you for your kind words to me, and wish the new Board well.

 

Roger Browne

your now ex-Prez   
